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Religious Challenges for Andalusian Moriscosin the Centuries
(10 -11 AH /16 — 17 AD) Historical Study

Dr. Wafa Zabin Alrehily
Assistant Professor in History Department; Faculty of Arts and Humanities
King Abdul Aziz University

Abstract. By the end of the ninth century AH/ fifteenth century AD, the Kingdom of Granada fell, the
last Muslim stronghold inlberia 897 AH /1492 AD.

Despite such political success achieved by the Catholic Kings, Fernando and Isabella, it was hard to
eradicate the roots of the Islamic identity from the Andalusians' hearts, who could not migrate from their
homeland, where they were born and raised. Muslims had to face huge challenges directed to their
Islamic faith and the Andalusian heritage, which is an integral part of the great Islamic civilization.

Over time the crusading spirit grew in Spain and the Bishops worked hard to find gaps in the terms
of agreement of delivering Granada to limit the rights of Andalusians and crush them. This resulted in the
Granada Andalusians' revolution in 904 AH / 1499 AD, which was exploited to start Christianization and
prohibitlslam in the country.

During that period, the Moriscos community appeared and officially announced their conversion to
Christianity butconcealed their Islam.

They faced religious challenges to prevent them from practicing their Islamic rites.Investigation
courts practiced kinds of controls and sanctions on them.However, they followed several ways to face
those challenges, which made the Spanish authorities force them to migrate from Spain in1018 AH / 1609
AD, as they failed to convert them to true Christians.






