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Abstract

The study is entitled “Renewed British-French competition in
the Sultanate of Muscut”. It focuses on the year 1278
AH/1862 AD, the date in which France and Britain agreed to
respect the independence of the Sultans of Muscat and
Zanzibar. Oman, with its two divisions, Muscat and Zanzibar,
was subjected to European colonial pressure, in which both
countries concluded political and commercial treaties with
each of them. This paved the way for the two countries to
interfere in Omani internal affairs, especially after the death
of Mr. Sayyid bin Sultan Al-Yusaid, Sultan of Muscat and
Zanzibar in 1856 AD. Britain exploited the dispute that
occurred among his sons to divide the Sultanate to achieve its
ambitions and agreed with France in 1862 AD to respect the
independence of the Sultans of Muscat and Zanzibar. This
matter disturbed France, which believed that its political
power was equal to Britain in the Sultanate of Muscat,
culminating in the conclusion of a treaty in 1891 AD with the
Sultan of Muscat. Motivated by its renewed political activity
in Muscat at that time, the French government elevated the
Vice-Consul in Muscat to the rank of consul, and the dialogue
initiated between the two parties ended with the settlement of
political and commercial problems between them in Muscat.
Keywords: Muscat, Britain, France, Zanzibar, Mr. Faisal.
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(1931 ¢ M)« ) feaid) e al 21888 = 1871/ 2 1305 - #1287 354 Jols
Serv. Hist. Marine, BB4., Extrait De Divers Rapports Adresses par le Lieutenat de (7)
Vaisseau Alquier, Capitaine du bruat, au chef de la division des cotes orientales d'Afrique.
.Mascate, le 27 fevrier 1870, BB4 888, t 435
(IOR) R/15/6/36, from PE to G. I, 17 february 1869. (8)
(IOR) R/15/6/36. News Report of 20 August 1871; )

(1931 ¢ L)
Serv. Hist. Marine, BB4, 969, doc. n. 2028, lettre du capitaine de fregate loger,  (10)
commandont le du couedic, au Ministre de le marine bombay le 23 mars 1873.
Serv Hist. Marine, BB4.96, doc, n. 1787, commandont la ctorinde. Au minstre dela  (11)
merine lettre du capitaine de Vaisseau lafont. Bombay, le mars 1874
(IOR R/15/6/36, letter to S.S.1, no 52, dated 16 April 1873 : (IOR) R/15/6/36. from  (12)
G.B. to G. to P., 9 june 1873;
Gl cailhy day Olake o s o) Ll G s @ OO 3 oSl e ek ) ot ) Bsal) ¢ 1989 c0lusY)
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Al b Qe L 005 051,540.000 Wylaie 015) Jabes b o bt 2oy Bsall odis Lillayy condital dBy (ool
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(1989 ( 1)
Serv. Hist. Marine, BB4, 1125, lettre du capitaine de la Batie commandont le bissone  (13)
au capitaine de Vaisseau vallon commandant station de la mer des indes Mascate, le 25 janvier
1880
Serv. Hist. Marine, BB4, 1156, Interests Generaux de la France dens la mer des indes  (14)
par le capitain de Veisseau Vallon. Ancien commandont de la staion de la mar des indes.
mirepix, le 2 mars 1882,
(IOR) R/15/6/14, diary of the Muscat Political Agency 1881-1889; (IOR) (15)
R/15/6/36, P.A. Muscat to P.R, 2 August 1885.
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(IOR) R/15/6/50, P.A Muscat to p.R, 17 November 1889.  (17)
(British Muesum) 1s/58/20, 1-6.  (18)
21913-1835 / 21332-1261 laiews opbMry Willayy W95 Lo a)lb) Vylilly ltalal)
B> ST 8008 e 370 b s3lse Jam (3 o WS OLE) 8 deni ) el 3 Jony O i b 051 (19)
aalr (3 oo pl) cpltold T Loas el 1080y T8 Wty alashes o)y el W8y (opall o Juladll (2 3)lgmy chpall 2l 3
(1989 01y (1982 i) @ foil oz
A. A. E., NS Mascate, vol. I, F 23, A. 26, Mascate: Nos drits et les convoitises  (20)
.Angleises . Rapport fait par M. ottavi, vice - consul de France a Mascate le 7Movmbre 1892
AA. E.vol. L. £23 A26 lettre de M. waddingtion, Ambassadeur de France Alondres  (21)
A.m Ribot, ministre des Londres, le 29 November 1892.
A. A. E., NS Mascate, vol. 19, note de la direction des consulats et des Affaires  (22)
commerciales AM. Hanotaux, drecter des Aftaires Politiques 1893.
A A E, vel-1-F-75-76 janvier 1995 (A) s i (23)
A. A. E., NS Mascate, vol. 37, F. 100-101, Depeche de M. Ottavi, vice consul de ~ (24)
France A M Mascate, Au Ministre des, A. A. E. Mascate, le 5Aout 1894, 8
tlo ety (ot Ol S5 oy bad ded) i OV 21 21895 s [ 2 131200 0l @ 5y et (25)
oY) BaleY) Camy 3lesg bSOl ol (I 0Ly Ll Ol o T 07 ) gl OV e (S e oy
U8 G Sl e el wdab o Lol CrndBY) (e Bgltal) oda il 3 ciilald) 0925 (3 lad) ol Jlominal ) BLo)
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Lois Sy caslayd) Bblog)l sy OUabdl | o gdllan o 137 Jo Jsadl oo WSS 16 anlal 8005 50l s 0 3508 sl
(1931 (ML) o it ool o ik ausle 3Ly 808 B0 ol B4

(TOR) R/15/6/37 . . the Rellion of 1895.
AA E., NS Mascate, vol. I, F 162, A. 164, lettre de vice-consul de France A Mascate  (26)
au ministre des A. A. E., Mascate le 26 mars 1895.
(IOR) L/P & 5/20/C 245 precis of Muscat Affairs, p.71.  (27)
(IOR) L/P & S/20/c 245 . precis of muscat Afairs, p. 60 ;  (28)

(3 4l ¢1966,..5)
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;IOR) R/15/6/36, Signature of H.H feysal, 19 march 1891;

(1966 .i6)
A. A.E., Lettre de vice-consul France A Mascate le 25 mars 1895.  (30)
(IOR) R/15/6/38, Politcal Agency. (31)
2l ¢ o e dlaler Ao LA O p oS el Ui U3 (lans s canls g 5081 ga JUib 5 f b e (32)
Ble Joo)l i (358l odn 3L Lo Olakedl Jalmy ¢ Il oymg Oll) Jloy 0 sae 8 o (21895 2151/ 21313 5l 3
csbetal) 25 ) (g 18 ey Sl odis gl O aillaypll ollaled) oty bl o )8l aslisl e 193y oSy (s
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Lede Calsdt ol e o Lt 21897 [ 21314 ple rain 5> L
(1967 58 1 il OLdd 3l gp) Bl & Cognpam le e a LD
(IOR) R/15/6/38, lettre from India office to froeign office, 1 July 1896.  (33)
A. A. E., NS Mascate, vol. I, {103, lettre de ministre des. A. A. E., au Ambassadeur  (34)
de France A Londres, Paris le 3 Jul 1896.
A. A E., NS Mascate, vol. 36, F. R. P. G., XV-110-111, lettre de vice consul France  (35)
A Mascate au ministre des A. A. E, Mascate le 17 Aout 1896.
(L.O.R)L/P & 5/20/c 245, op. cit, p. 17-18.  (36)
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Al-‘Abid, Fu’ad Sa‘id, Siyasat Baritaniya fI al-Khalij al-‘Arabi 1853-1914m, j1, Manshiirat Dhat
al-Salasil, al-Kuwayt, D. t.

‘Abd al-Ghani, Ibrahim ‘Abd al-°Aziz, Siyasat al-amn li-Huk@imat al-Hind f1 al-Khalij al-‘Arabi
1275-1333 H/ 1858-1914m, Matbu‘at.

Ali, al-Dawiad Mahmtd, (1380h / 1960M), al-Khalij al-‘Arabi wa-al-‘alagat al-Dawliyah 1890-
1914m, j1, Ma‘had al-Dirasat al-‘Arabiyah al-Qahirah.

Al-Farisi, Allah ibn Salih. (1402h / 1982m) al-Biisa‘idiytin hukkam Zanjabar, tarjamat Muhammad
Amin Allah, Wizarat al-Turath wa-al-Thaqafah bi-‘ Amman, Masqat.

Al-Musnad, ‘A’ishah bint ‘Alf. (1412h / 1992m) al-Tanafus al-Baritani al-Faransi hawla ‘uman
1322 H / 1798-1904m, Risalat duktiirah ghayr manshirah, Kulliyat al-Adab lil-Banat bi-al-
Riyad.

Al-Qasimi, Sultan. (1409h / 1989m) taqsim al-imbratiriyah al‘umanyh 1856-1862m, al-Tab‘ah al-
ila, Mu’assasat al-Bayan, Dubayy.

Al-Salimi, Allah ibn Hamid. (1350h / 1931m). Tuhfat al-a‘yan bi-sirat ahl ‘Amman. j2. hagqagahu
wa-‘allaga ‘lyh’bwashaq Ibrahim tfysh al-Jaza’irT al-Mizabi. t2. Matba‘at al-Shabab. al-
Qahirah.

Sa‘1d, Salimah. (1394h / 1974m). Mudhakkirat Amirah ‘Arabiyah, tarjamat ‘Abd al-Majid Hasib
al-Qaysi, Wizarat al-Turath wa-al-Thaqgafah bi-‘Amman, Masqat.

Qasim, Jamal, (1386h / 1961m) al-Khalij al-‘Arab1 1840-1914m, Matba‘at Jami‘at ‘Ayn Shams,
al-Qahirah.

Kyrk, Jurj. (1377h / 1957m), Mijaz Tarikh al-Sharq al-Awsat, tarjamat ‘Umar al-Iskandarani
raja‘ahu slm Hasan, Markaz kutub al-Sharq al-Awsat, al-Qahirah.

Kyly, Jtn. (1385h 1965m), Baritaniya wa-al-Khalij -1870 m, al-juz’ al-Than, tarjamat Muhammad
Amin ‘Abd Allah, Wizarat al-Turath wa-al-Thaqafah bi-‘ Amman, Masqat.

Landan, rwbrd Jiran. (1409h / 1989m), ‘uman mundhu 1856m msyran wmsyran, tarjamat
Muhammad Amin Allah, Wizarat al-Turath wa-al-Thagafah bi-‘Amman, Masqat.
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