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Abstract

The resonance of the death of King Faisal bin
Abdulaziz, may God have mercy on him, in the United
States of America, remained an incident rarely touched
upon as he, may God have mercy on him, is one of the
most important leaders of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and of the world in the twentieth century. The American
government was shocked by the death of King Faisal,
and the US State Department and Public Opinion, as
reported by the American newspapers, began to study
the possible alternatives and effects of the incident on
Saudi foreign policy in several cases, such as the effect
of death on the American stance regarding the issue of
the Arab -Israeli conflict, especially since King Faisal
devoted everything towards the Palestinian issue
throughout his years of rule. The death also had an
impact on the American economy and cause it a case of
turmoil and lack of vision. The death made the
American society see the importance for the United
States to maintain the friendship with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the importance of the Kingdom's
stability to the Arab and Islamic World or rather to the
entire global economy.

Keywords: King Faisal, the United States, Arab-Israeli
conflict.
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NARA, message from American embassy Jidda to secretary state in Washington 802, 2
Apr. 1975, prince Fahd's reply to president ford's letter of march 25.
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NARA, message from Amrican embassy Caracas to Secretary State in Washington 8164,
26 Mar. 1975, Gov believes Faisal's death will not affect Opec.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda , 25 mar.
1975, message of condolence from the president.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda , 25 mar.
1975, message of condolence from the Secretary.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda , 25 mar.
1975, message of condolence from the Secretary to prince Fahd.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda
immediate, 4 Apr. 1975, messages of condolence from Secretary Simon.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda
immediate, 4 Apr. 1975, messages from assistant Secretary Parsky to Ministeraba
al-Khail and deputy minister Soliman Solaim.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda
immediate, 4 Apr. 1975, messages of condolence from assistant Secretary Parsky.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda, 4 Apr.
1975, vice presidential message to the king.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda, 4 Apr.
1975, vice presidential message to Fahd.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to American embassy Jidda Niact
immediate, 5 Apr. 1975, ambassador's meeting with king Khalid.

NARA, message from secretary state in Washington to US mission Geneva immediate, 26
mar. 1975, los: tribute to king Faisal.

NARA, message from US mission in united nation, new york to secretary state in
Washington 9654, 25 mar. 1975, call on Saudi Amb. Baroody.

New York Times; Apr 1, 1975.

New York Times; Jun 19, 1975.
New York Times; Mar 26, 1975.
New York Times; Mar 30, 1975.
The Guardian; Mar 26, 1975.

The Observer; Mar 30, 1975.

The Times of India; Apr 2, 1975.
The Times of India; Mar 26, 1975.
The Washington Post; Apr 29, 1975.
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The Washington Post; Apr 3, 1975.

The Washington Post; Apr 8, 1975.

The Washington Post; Mar 26, 1975.

The Washington Post; Mar 27, 1975.

The Washington Post; Mar 28, 1975.

The Washington Post; May 1, 1975.

USA, DNSA,; Telecon Richard Yaleriani/ Secretary Kissinger, March 25, 1975, 3:40.

USA, FRUS, 1969- 1976, Volume XXVI, Document 166, Minutes of National Security
Council Meeting, Washington, March. 28, 1975, Middle East and Southeast Asia.

Wall Street Journal; Mar 26, 1975.
Wall Street Journal; Mar 31, 1975.
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CONF IDENT IAL

TO PRICRITY FCO TELNO 1825 OF 25 MAR INFO PRIORITY JEDDA, AMMAN,
EE IRUT, CAIRO, DAMASCUS, TEHRAN, AND TEL AVIV. $
() JEDDA TELNO 178z DEATH OF KING FAISAL

1. INITIAL DISMAY IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS

GIVEN WAY TO RELIEF THAT THE SUCCESSION HAS

TAKEN PLACE SMOOTHLY (THE STOCK MARKET, HAVING INITIJALLY
PLUNGED AT THE NEWS OF THE ASSASSINATION HAS RECOVERED,
APPARENTLY FOR MUCH THE SAME REASON). STATE DEPARTMENT
TELL US THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAS SENT MESSAGES OF COND-
CLERCES TO KHALID AND TO FAHD. KISSINGER HAS SENT
SIMILAR MESSAGE TO FAMD.

2. THE NSC HAVE TOLD US THAT THE ASSASSIN STUDIED AT

BERKELEY IN 1972 BUT FAILED TO COMPLETE HIS COURSE.

HE REMAINED IN CALIFCRNIA UNTIL 1974 AND WAS KNOW TO BE A RCLIGIOUS
FANATIC. (ACCORDING TO THE NSG, HIS BROTHER WAS KILLED IN AN
ALTERCATION WITH THE SAUD! POLIGE OVER THE INTRODUCTION OF
TELEVISION INTO SAUD| ARABIA,)

3. STATE DEPARTMENT ARE TAKING THE LINE THAT IT IS T0O EARLY
TO ASSESS THE IMPLICATIONS FOR US/ MIDDLE EAST PoLICY

CF FAISAL'S DEATH, BUT THEY PRIVATELY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT

HIS REMOVAL FROI THE SCENE IS A ELGW, PARTICULARLY COMING

SO SOON AFTER THE FAILURE OF KISSINGER’S MISSION.

FAISAL’S GREAT INFLUENCE WITH OTHER ARAB LEADERS WOULD

HAVE BEEN INVALUABLE 18 SZEKING CONTIHUING SUPPORT FOR Us
POLICIES IN THE AREA.

RAMSBOTHAM

FCOfritmertacL. Dista)
HE"D .

ConFINEAITIAYL
(2) o3y ke
S Ly o sl g axedog Cppallie s S ] 308 Wl Spp1 ) e Dy 2,05 25000 i
NARA, 25 mar. 1975, message of condolence from the ) : ¢ S (Mg Ohly 15 L) dhos foad
.(president
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Message Text
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 CCO-00 USIE-00 CPR-01
NSC-05 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 /033 R
DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP. FMDICKMAN:LAB

APPROVED BY NEA'ALATHERTON, JR.

‘WHITE HOUSE: MR. OAKLEY
/S - FORTIZ
—mmmmmmm - 090001
Z251455Z MAR 75 ZFF4
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA FLASH

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 066828

E.O. 11652: DECLASSIFY ON RECEIPT

TAGS: PFOR, SA, US

SUBJECT: MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE FROM THE PRESIDENT

1. PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS CROWN PRINCE (OR HIS MAJESTY, IF SO

DESIGNATED) KHALID BIN ABD AL-AZIZ AL-SAUD.

BEGIN TEXT:

YOUR (ROYAL HIGHNESS) (MAJESTY):

I WAS SHOCKED AND SADDENED TO LEARN OF THE DEATH OF HIS
MAJESTY KING FAISAL. I RESPECTED HIM AS A WORLD LEADER

‘WHOSE WISDOM CONTRIBUTED ENORMOUSLY TO THE CAUSE OF WORLD

PEACE. HIS LOSS WILL BE FELT DEEPLY NOT ONLY BY THE PEOPLE
OF SAUDI ARABIA AND THE ENTIRE ISLAMIC WORLD, BUT ALSO BY
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. PLEASE ACCEPT ON MY
BEHALF AND ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OUR DEEPEST
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

PAGE 02 STATE 066828

SYMPATHY OVER YOUR TRAGIC LOSS. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD.

(3) o3y sk

O gl i o) O )8 Al i) o sslonn) 3 iy, (Soa) ) b L sl AT iy e Catie
FRUS, 1969~ 1976, Volume XXVI, March. 28, 1975, Middle East ) : s Y& ol 1513

.(and Southeast Asia
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166. Minutes of National Security Council Meeting'

Washington, March 28, 1975, 3:15-5:15 p.m.

SUBJECT
Middle East and Southeast Asia

PRINCIPALS

The President
The Vice President
Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger
Secretary of the Treasury William Simon
Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff General George S. Brown
Director of Central Intelligence William Colby
OTHER ATTENDEES

State
Deputy Secretary of State Robert Ingersoll (only for Vietnam portion)
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Joseph Sisco

Defense
Deputy Secretary William Clements

WH

Donald Rumsfeld

Vice President: Mr. President, your thought of sending someone to
the funeral of King Feisal and your letters'’ made a deep impression
and I believe really helped the Saudis get through a very difficult pe-
riod. Saudi Arabia wants to follow the policy of cooperation of King

Feisal, judging from my talks with Khalid and Fahd. I told Fahd we
want his advice. He said that Feisal had stood up to Nasser on radi-
calism in the Arab world when it appeared that Saudi Arabia was all
alone but by the time of his death Egypt had come around to seeing that
Feisal was right. Fahd said, however, that unless there is a “just, equi-
table and lasting peace within one year”—and those are his exact
words—the Soviets will move back in, the radicals will be reinvigo-
rated and rearmed by the Soviets while the moderates will move away
from the US and establish a close relationship with Western Europe.
The Europeans have arms they want to sell, we have the money to buy
and we can learn to fly the planes and drive the tanks. The Arabs will
keep building their military strength as long as it takes from the USSR
and Western Europe and in time we will crush Israel. That is what Fahd
said to me. He is right about the Western Europeans. The French sent
their Defense Minister to the funeral with a list of items for sale and
models of aircraft and tanks. This offended the Saudis.
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Message Text
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
PAGE 01 STATE 066911

50
ORIGIN NEA-09
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DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP FMDICKMAN:TK
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY
NEA:ALATHERTON
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA FLASH
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 066911
E.O. 11652:DECLASSIFY ON RECEIPT
TAGS: PFOR, SA, US
SUBJECT-MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE FROM THE SECRETARY
1. PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY TO HIS
ROYAL HIGHNESS CROWN PRINCE OR, IF SO DESIGNATED, HIS
MAJESTY KHALID BIN ABD AL AZIZ AL SAUD.
BEGIN TEXT:
(YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS) (YOUR MAJESTY): IT IS WITH THE
GREATEST SORROW THAT I LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF HIS MAJESTY
KING FAISAL. IN MY MANY MEETINGS WITH HIS MAJESTY, HE
EXHIBITED THE HIGHEST STATESMANSHIP ESSENTIAL TO THE
CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE AND TO THE INTERESTS OF HIS PEOPLE.
1DEEPLY VALUED HIS WISDOM AND COUNSEL AND HIS PERSONAL
DEVOTION TO FOSTERING THE CLOSEST OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR
TWO COUNTRIES. PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE SYMPATHY
OVER YOUR TRAGIC LOSS.
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

PAGE 02 STATE 066911

RESPECTFULL, HENRY A KISSINGER. END QUOTE.

Maraaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Svstematic Review 05 JUL 2006

W 0f sy il e el zmins" 1 @514 National Security Council S8 st o3 4 228,
toe Y cwilsy 18 olsa) Gt 08 a1 OF (el cdan s 3201 (3 Do 550 8538 OIS” Las UL

| dtilwiVlg dujell pglell dlao
1445 Jigs «(4) 18



359
S e5 3 138V sl SV (3 21975 ole 25 /21395 JoW my 13 ppalite p bad S 365 (s ¢ rened) St

USA, DNSA; Telecon Richard Yaleriani/ Secretary Kissinger, March 25, 1975,)

(3:40
T | - UNCLASSIFIED .
) TELECON
Richard Valeriani/Secretary Kissinger RELEASED IN FULL -
March 25, 1975 4
-3:40

V: 1 understand Dinitz and Ghorbal are coming in to resume the talks.
Are there any indications?

K: You said last night I was both depressed and depressing.
: I dldn t say that on NBC. You might have heard it somewhere else.
: Youdid say something.
: Yes, Idida piece, but Ididn't say that. What about Faisal?

5 One of the strong forces of moderation in the Middle East.is no longer

: It won't hurt them,
: Whart about Fahd?
: He doesn' t have the authority but he is more modern than Faisal, -

Khalid is the King and Fahd will be the power behind the throne.
n he be worked with?

vV

K

V:

K:

ther

V: Will it help the Russians?
K

V.

K

V:

Ca .
: Yes, he can be worked with.

: They ware likely to be more active.

: Yes, but they don't ha\}e that mystic picture that Faisal had.

: They don't have the moderate influence with the other Arab states..
: About Fahd -~ will he be less effective?

He is a friend of the US but doesn't have that sentimental attitude

K

\'s

K

V:- How does that effect us.
K

v

K:

that Faisal & had.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ROBERT H. MILLER
DATE/CASE ID: 27 JAN 2003 200102979

UNCLASSIFIED
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YOUR TEL 140 : KING FAISAL’S FUNERAL

| dsiluiylg duyell pglall dlao
1445 Jig «(4) (18

FROM WALKER (HM AMBASSADOR BEING ON HIS WAY TO RIYADH)

1, OUR UNDERSTANDING WAS AND 1S THAT THE uS VICE

PRESIDENT WAS COMING TO PRESENT CONDOLENCES, NOT TO ATTEND
THE FUNERAL, FOR WHICH HE WOULD ARRIVE TOO LATE. GIVEN .
THIS, AND ON THE BASIS THAT US/SAUD) RELATIONS ARE SUE
GENERIS, WE DID NOT INTEND TO RECOMMEND THAT A BRITISH
MINISTER COME,

2, THE DECISION OF THE FRENCH PRESENTS A NEW FACTOR. MY
PERSONAL VIEW 1S THAT WE SHOULD NOT ALLOW OURSELVES TO BE
UP-STAGED BY THEM AND THAT WE SHOULD EITHER PREFERABLY SEMND

A MIHIISTER AS YOU PROPOSE OR SEND EQUALLY IMMEDIATELY A MESSAGE
TO INFORM THE SAUDI| GOVERNMENT THAT WE SHOULD LIKE TO SEND A
HIGH-LEVEL M1SSION OF CONDOLENCE AND TO ENQUIRE WHEN 1T COULD-
CONVENIENTLY ARRIVE,

ROTHN | E
FILES
LED ' ' 2 l %
P & CD ~
NEWS D C COPIES TO
NENAD
PS PS/NO 10 DOWNING ST
PS/MR ENNALS CE, 0D
PS/LORD GORONWY~ROBERTS P6/8 OF 8 FOR DRFENCE,NO
MR CAMPBELL
MR WEIR
CONFIDENTTAL
(7) o3y Goke
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(Mr. Coles, Mar. 26, 1975

e e
et V0 zf?)cJ
-1 K75 M —_—
kr Coles .
Yies ae > P 163

1. Lord Alport rang this morning to say that many of his
influential city contacts were most concerned that HiG
were only sending the Ambassador to represent them at the
funeral of King Faisal. |t seemed to him that we should
have sent someone comparable to the US Vice President.

He supposed it was now too late to do this, but he hoped
that we might make up for the omission by sending an
emissary with condolences. | commented that time had been
very short but undertook to pass his message to Fir Ennals.

i%éﬁ%’aabrwﬂ~a«—\

26 larch 1975 A C Galsworthy

c.c. Private Secretary
Fr Weir
MED.~



