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Abstract. Freedom of speech has played a predominantly significant role in present-day culture. Considered one of the basic human rights, it has
featured prominently in most countries constitutions. Recognizing the importance of the dialogue between past and present, this study aims to
investigate how Arabic predecessors viewed the issue via debating the values of Speech and Silence.

Traditional Arabic thinkers, critics and jurists held conflicting perspectives regarding :Which is more valuable Speech(to publicly express
one's ideas) or Silence(keeping one's ideas unvoiced) ?. The Speech supporters led by Abu U'thman Al-Jahith maintained that Speech is a great
endowment by God without which human beings would have lost most or all of their past knowledge and civilization attainments. On the other
hand, the Silence group-led by Abu Al-Dunia- was far and away the largest among cultural traditional writers. These saw Silence as much more
valuable than Speech. Abu Al- Dunia devoted a whole pamphlet to supporting the validity of his stance whilst Imam Al-Ghazali had it that,
Speech is, far and for most, useless(70% nonsense and the remainder is not free of "danger"). Other evidence for Silence comes from poetry and
literary prose. In addition, there were moderates who stood somewhere in the middle and neutrals who merely cited both sides' positions.

Attracting the largest group of writers , Silence had, thus, dominated the traditional cultural scene. It, therefore, seems reasonable to argue
that, religious , political and social fears and worries constituted both the main source of, and argument for Silence.






