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Of the Linguistic Effects of Vicinity in Arabic
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Abstract. This study is about the Arabic speakers’ consideration of linguistic vicinity in his/her poetry or
prose. It deals as well with the effects of vicinity on the various levels of the Arabic language: Phonological,
structural, and grammatical.

The research consists of an introduction which introduces the subject matter, the purpose and targets of
the study, as well as the descriptive method to be used. The study traces the linguistic phenomena of vicinity
where it was thought to be found in the books of linguists and grammarians, in the past and the present. The
researcher presents their opinions and their discussions of these opinions so that to reach a satisfactory result.
There is also a preface in which the researcher introduces the definition of vicinity among rhetorician,
linguists and grammarians.

The study is divided into three theses. The first thesis deals with the phonological effects of vicinity and
some results of this phenomenon such as substitution of some sounds, whether these sounds are voiced or
voicless. The researcher cites some Arabic poetry and prose, verses from the Holy Quran (some of its regular
and irregular citations), and prophetic traditions. The study then traces the effects of vicinity on the deflection
of sounds and on silence, and then deals with the impacts of this particular type of vicinity on the
phonological changes.

The second thesis deals with the effects of vicinity on the structural dimension of Arabic. It treats the
impacts of this on transitivity, inflections such as present and past participle that are not derived from their
usual derivations. It also deals with the usage of the present participle instead of the past participle, the
change of the morphology of some words (by adding or deleting morphemes), forming one of the words on
the metre of another in its vicinity in order to achieve alliteration and harmony between the two words,
although this may lead to irregular metre. In addition, the study treats abbreviating the prolonged and
prolonging the abbreviated, the change in plurals of the last form of plurals and also their formation on non-
standard metres in order to achieve vicinity.

In the third thesis of the study, the grammatical effects of vicinity are considered. Among them are the
parsing (of all cases) of some words incorrectly, especially appositives such as adjectives, affirmatives,
apposition, substitutes, and sometimes the predicate. This thesis also deals with the diversion of the dipolete
declension and vice versa. In addition, it deals with the deviation from masculine to the feminine pronoun
and the additions that change the meaning or the morphology of words. Finally, the third thesis considers the
effects of vicinity on words of place and time and its several outcomes.

In the conclusion, the most important finding of the study are presented briefly. Then a list of the works
cited follows in an alphabetical order. The study ends with a table of content of the subjects included in the
study.



