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Abstract. The purpose of this study is to analyze antithesis structures in the poetry of Antarah ibn
Shaddad to examine how much antithesis as a rhetorical feature contributed to the overall quality of ibn
Shaddad’s poetry. The study focuses on five major types of antithesis, namely lexical, syntactic, mixed,
situational, and contextual antithesis. Results of the analysis reveal that antithesis was a major rhetorical
strategy in the poetry of ibn Shaddad. Perhaps, the abundant use of antithetical structures in ibn
Shaddad’s poetry is perhaps a reflection of his own life experiences, which were characterized by
contradictory circumstances that left him with paradoxical feelings and emotions; While ibn Shaddad was
discriminated against by his people at times of peace because of his ethnicity, color, and slavery, he
managed to command their respect at times of war for his gallantry and heroism. Similarly, through the
use of antithesis in his poetry, ibn Shaddad managed to juxtapose the discrimination and suppression he
suffered from to the dignity and grandeur he felt he deserved for his good character and brave actions.
However, the significance of ibn Shaddad’s use of antithesis lies not only in the quantitative abundance of
this rhetorical feature, but also in its qualitative versatility, depth, and eloquence, all of which have
contributed to the overall effectiveness of ibn Shaddad’s poetry. Findings of the study also suggest that
ibn Shaddad was well aware of the significance of antithesis in terms of both its rhetorical value in
general and affective impact on the audience in particular. From a rhetorical point of view, ibn Shaddad
brilliantly employed antithesis at the word, clause, verse, and poem level to reflect the contradictions in
his own mixed thoughts and feelings. From an affective perspective, ibn Shaddad skillfully used both
direct and strategically embedded antithesis to attract the audience’s attention as well as motivate it to
search for and relate to the embedded meanings in the text and consequently identify with the poet’s
changing emotional states. In brilliantly doing so, ibn Shaddad has secured himself a permanent place
among the greatest Arab poets of all ages.



