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Al Hissba Practice in Makkah during the Memlouk Sultans Era

Dr. Mohammed Salim Baamir
College / Affiliation: Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Department: History Division

Abstract. The practice of enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong AKA "Hissba" has had its
origin in Islamic teachings. Its core activity was the promotion of virtue and the prevention of vice. Its
principles were drawn from the sources of Islamic jurisdiction and literature including the Holy Quran,
the prophets sayings, the writings of Sharia jurists and subsequently modern intellectuals.

Muslims have always been keen on inspiration of Sharai and Islamic faith spirit when adopting
regulations on administrative and daily life issues. The most prominent Islamic principles are based on
administration of justice as stipulated in authentic literature.

This study aims at shedding direct light on Hissba which was considered an aspect of great
importance in the Makkan history. It covers the most prosperous of the Arabian historic periods namely
the Memlouks Sultans era.

The study methodology comprises the definition of Hissaba commissioner, his appointment
criteria, assistants officials, Hissba boards which used to hold meeting in neighborhoods terraces. It also
elaborates on Hissba executive powers and major duties such as daily paper processing, census, assisting
the poor, care for water resources, maintenance of roads. cleanliness, fighting the spread of Shia, fighting
societal illness, maintaining the sanctity of Holy Kabba, penetrating the social fabric for positive action,
ensure punishment deviant Hissba agents.

The study includes footnotes, and other relevant annotations besides this abstract in English.



