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The Exaggeration Formula of “Fuaa’la” —‘to do’
A Morphological and Semantic Study

Dr. Abdelaziz Safi eljil
Assistant Professor, Arabic Language and Literature
Arabic Language and Social Studies, Qassim University

Abstract. This study explores the formula / fu €lah / in Arabic language and explains that this formula
came in various meanings: as an ism daat (abstract noun), an adjective in which both masculine and
feminine are equal, limitedly as an infinitive, and constantly as plural of jam¢{ kOrah ( abundant plural ) .
However, this paper is only devoted for the formula / fu Slah / through searching for words that came in
accordance with this formula, and studying selected words of this formula by classifying and looking for
their meanings in lexicons and dictionaries. Additionally, this paper claims that this formula adds
multiplication and exaggeration to a word. This study also tried to answer some questions related to this
formula. For example, is / fu §lah / be included under the formulas of mubaalaga (exaggeration), and if it
is so, why scholars of syntax, morphology, and language did not consider it one of the common formulas
of the mubaalaga (exaggeration)? Were their opinions correct with regard to this formula? Why the
scholars did not agree upon the number of formulas of mubaalaga (exaggeration)? Can the common
formulas of mubaalaga be a substitute for formula / fu §lah /, or each one of these formulas has special
meanings or indication? Also, do these conjugations / dahuuk, dahhaak, midhaak, and duhakah / indicate
to the same meaning? Is the underlying representation of the formula / fu Slah/ /fuSla/, which also adds
exaggeration to the word, and the consonant / t / is added to the formula in order to increase the
exaggeration, or / fu ¢lah/ and /fuSla/ are independent from each other? Does the meaning of kfrah
(plenty) that this formula adds to a word come constantly? And if it is so, does the meaning of
exaggeration come regularly in accordance with this formula? The answers for these questions and others
are included in this study, which is divided into preface, introduction, and seven chapters.






