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Methods of King Abdulaziz in gaining social peace in Najd
1319-1351H./1902-1932G

Dr. Mohammed A. Al-Shiha
Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University
Department of History and Civilization

Abstract. Just before the King Abdulaziz ruling period, Najd area has witness fierce tribal conflicts on
water and grass. Unrest and killing and revenge have become common and widely spread in addition to
mistaken concepts about Islam, and spread of illiteracy throughout the community. Dealing with such
challenges with his own intelligence and acumen, King Abdulaziz achieved his project of social peace in
Najd through utilizing some religious, thought, political, social, security, and military tools. He activated
and supported the role of religious scholars, preachers, guides and sent them all over Najd areas to
remove such faulty concepts about Islam. In addition, he set up the Committee for the Promotion of
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice throughout Najd to fight vices and spread virtues and they succeeded.
He spread education to control ignorance. He implanted Islamic brotherhood among Najdi society
members so that revenge and prejudice has disappeared and friendliness and harmony spread widely. He
has been of an excellent conduct in his dealing with people so that they loved him and became loyal to
him. In addition, his rivals also became loyal after he forgave them. He not only called for and applied
reconciliation. King Abdulaziz dismantled the tribal system to make people’s loyalty to the state. He
secured roads and activated the work of legislative authorities to spread justice among people. One
peaceful solution had not use, he moved to military confrontation, psychological wars.

By the above mentioned means and many others, King Abdulaziz achieved his ambitious project to
bring social peace in Najd in a short period. Arab and Foreign writers have been impressed by King
Abdulaziz and wrote about his achievements and contributions, his intelligence that made his achieve
such project in a short time. The project extended to include all the Kingdom areas that has been unified
by King Abdulaziz and called it “Kingdom of Saudi Arabia” that still following his trace up to date.



