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The Maze of Literature Between the Culture of Power and the Power of
Culture in the 4th Hijr1 Century; Al-Sil’s (the Chronicles of al-Radr bi-Allah
and al-Muttaqi li-Allah) as a Case Study

Dr. Ibrahim M. Abanamee
Associate Professor - Department of Literature - Faculty of Arabic Language - University of Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract. The relationship between ‘authority/power’ and ‘the cultured’ is based upon an embodied
contract, the mainstay of which are mutual benefit and fulfilling the need of each party. If the need of the
literati is what the authority possess, be they wealth, influence or prestige, then the needs of the authority
are knowledge, opinion, advice, legitimacy and proclamation.

This contract usually involves a conflict between the culture and the authority, between power and
reason, if (the will) of the reason and (the will) of the power can reach an agreement then they both
achieve their goals, but if their (wills) disagreed then the conflict will occur. It is undoubtedly a powerful
conflict which would affect not only the life of the literati but also literature itself; its publicity, its
creation, its status and its liberty from constraints and restrictions.

This research - at your hands- falls with the boundary of the studies which investigates literature
within its dialectical relationship with the authority and its awards; money and prestige, by meticulously
investigating the book (the Chronicles of al-Radi bi-Allah and al-Muttaqt li-Allah) by Muhammad ibn
Yahya al-Sali.

The significance of the selected data for this study and the effectiveness of its results can be revealed
if we know that al-Sali is an authentic representative of the literati and an historian who was close the
authority, its spokesperson and propagandist, and at the same time he was keen to be always truthful in
his narrations. Thus his book was chosen to study (the conflict Culture of Power and the Power of
Culture), since it includes extensive reports, which can be investigated to highlight the heated conflict
between the culture and the power, and the role of each party in this conflict. In this relation the conflict
can be visible and invisible, and each party achieves the goals for the other in a dialectical and mutually
pragmatic relationship!.



