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Palmyrene-Roman Relationships during the Reign of
Queen Al-Zabaa (Zenobia)

Dr. Samirah Saeed Al-Qahtani
Professor of history of the ancient Arabian Peninsula Co, Department of History - Faculty of Arts —
Princess Nora Bint Abdul Rahman University

Abstract. Many kingdoms appeared in the north of the Arabian Peninsula. Such kingdoms played a
critical role in the ancient Arab history. One of such kingdoms is Palmyra which was characterized by its
relationships with other big empires at that time such as the Roman Empire. Therefore, the present study
seeks to highlight the Palmyrene-Roman Relationships during the reign of the queen Al-Zabaa (Zenobia)
who was able to extend her power over wide and important regions which became a source of tension for
both Byzantine and Sasanian Empires. The present study also aims to explain the causes of the struggle
between the two empires. By doing this, it provides a clear vision about the nature and type of the
relationships during that period. Throughout the study, the commercial rank of Palmyra city is evident
because of its geographic and strategic location. Such a pivotal location led to a strong competition and
economic conflict between Palmyra and many empires of that time. Further, the research study shows the
great role played by the queen Al-Zabaa for guarding the Palmyra kingdom and securing its boundaries.
She stood against the Roman emperors and was a worthy opponent. The queen Al-Zabaa resisted many
Roman onslaughts to occupy the city of Palmyra, and she entered into a long military conflict with the
emperor Aurelian. Eventually, such military conflicts led to the defeat and fall of Palmyra at the hands of
the Roman forces in 273 A.D.






