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The Peaceful Means of the First Saudi State’s Relations with the Sharifs of
Makkah Almokaramh

Dalal Mohammad Soleman Alsaeed
King Abdulaziz University

Abstract. Praise be to Allah, prayers and peace be upon His Prophet and Messenger Muhammad, his family,
and companions and those who followed them until the Day of Judgement.

This paper studies the peaceful means of a relatively young state’s relations with a ruling group that has
religious status and of honorable lineage who live and rule a holy land. This makes approaching them with
caution in respect from one side, and with care to their social and political situation on the other, and finally with
respect to the sacred and holy land. And this is the field of this study titled “The Peaceful means of the First
Saudi State’s Relations with the Sharifs of Makkah Almokarammah.” The importance of this topic lies in that it
observes two opposing movements. One that strives to promote a peaceful relationship, using all the means
guiding it, and another trying hard to pit and threat, using escalation in several positions, most notably preventing
the first movement from the performing pilgrimage.

We have addressed in this study the position of the Sharifs of Makkah Almokarammah regarding the rise
of the first Saudi state and their sending scholars (Ulama) from Najd to Makkah to clarify the Salafist movement
and what it calls for. It also addresses Hijaz rulers’ campaigns against the Saudi state, and finally the annexation
of Makkah and the entry of Saudi forces to it without a fight.

The research relied on primary sources such as documents and manuscripts, and contemporary works as
well as modern important historical and scientific references. In conclusion, the study found that the Sharifs of
Mecca took a vicious stance against the first Saudi state and met it with hostility, while to the imams of the Saudi
state met them with peaceful means through negotiations and delegates of scholars demonstrating goodwill and
desire for peace and to establish security in the holiest part of Earth. Where the Saudi state was careful not to
resort to war and fighting, conceding many opportunities that arose for them to achieve their wishes of making
pilgrimage, until they were able to make it peacefully without resorting to fighting.



