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The workbooks of the scholars of the fourth century AH in the prophetic
biography
With the exception of the books of merits and substantiations.
(A historical documentary study)

Dr. Abdulaziz bin Salman Al-Mugbil
Associate Professor in History department
College of Arabic language and social studies
Al- Qussaimuniversity
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The fourth century was marked with the writings in the prophetic biography in quantity and quality.
The study, the analysis and the criticism of the workbooks is useful in many things and this study has shown the
big scientific wealth of Muslims in the fields of science, history and specially the biography. Despite the large
quantity of sources which we have obtained, others remain unreachable and the transmission which we have got
from those sources is very little or nonexistent and possibly we might find in them some additions and benefits.
The participation in the compilation in the fields of biography has included the scholars of denominations, sects,
squads, doctrines and regions. The compilation was not monopolized by one group without others. Moreover,
the scale of spatial compilation has extended from the east to the far Islamic west. We have to assure that the
precession and honor in the large quantity in the compilation of the biography was for the scholars of Hadith
more than those of the biography. Most of the workbooks have the attributive feature and this has added to it
great value and importance. It has become clear that Shiites has done very little work in the prophetic biography
and what was mentioned in their books mainly concentrated on their excessive belief on Ali ibnAbiTalib and his
sons. New terms and styles have been invented and this shows the continuous mastery and creativity of the
Muslims scholars. Also,the compilers' styles and methods have become diverse. The value of these workbooks
are different. Some of them are original whereas others are less important and that according to the value of
information mentioned in them or the little importance of the compilers since they are impugned or criticized or
because of the ideological and intellectual trends or because of all mentioned above.
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