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Language corpora and the study of Arabic grammar: An introduction

Dr. Ashraf Mohamed Ali Abdou
Faculty of Dar Al-Uloum, Cairo University

Abstract. To date, Arabic writings in the field of corpus linguistics have given little attention to the
potential role of corpora in the study of Arabic grammar. This paper takes a step to fill this gap by
shedding some light on how corpora can help in this area, particularly with respect to what they can
provide in the study of the grammatical features of context and the associations between lexis and
grammar. In order to achieve its goal, the paper starts by discussing some basic methodological issues in
the field of corpus linguistics and provides several examples of corpus-based grammatical analyses in
Arabic, using data from some online corpora. It also shows the advantages of corpora over other
alternative methods in this kind of study. Finally, the paper briefly discusses some implications of corpus-
based grammatical studies in the area of Arabic language teaching.

Keywords: corpora, Arabic grammar, context, lexical meanings, teaching Arabic
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