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Social conditions in Al-Ghatt (1100-1320H. / 1689 — 1902G.)

Dr. Mariam Bint Khalaf Bin Shadid Al Otaibi
Assistant Professor - Modern History
Faculty of Education-Al-Kharj

Abstract. Al-Ghatt Province is one of the northern governorates of Riyadh administrative region. It is
about 230 kilometers north-west of Riyadh city. This research deals with the social conditions in this
region during the two centuries prior to the establishment of the third Saudi state and the prevailing
religious, cultural, customs and traditions conditions of that era that were derived from the contents of the
historical sources and references concerning the history of the Najd region in general and the Al-Ghatt
region in particular.

At the beginning talk was started about the emergence of Al- Ghatt, and the arrival of residents to it,
then the housing and accommaodation; and the way of building the houses in that era, the nature of houses
and their proximity to each other. The simplicity of the materials used in building. The most important
household items, found in homes, and the different material they are made from; such as: leather, wood or
pottery. and the extent of people’s need to them.

The research handles the prevailing daily lifestyle of the vast majority of the population; people
were waking up in the morning, and went on search of livelihood tirelessly. Despite the simplicity of life
in that era, and the lack of sources, people were keen to teach their children and to enroll them in the
teaching groups/ traditional schools (which were called Al-Katateeb) which were representing the place
of receiving education at that era, thereafter they can join education same as its current situation. Again,
the talk also handles most important libraries existed during that era, which contributed to the creation of
cultural movement in the region of Najd despite their simplicity. Such movement contributed to the
emergence of a significant number of scientists who had a prominent role in the development of scientific
life.

The research handles the customs, the traditions, and the matters related to holidays, weddings, and
marriages as well as the dress habits, the ornaments, the toiletries tools, moreover the popular dishes, the
games, and some hobbies practice such as hunting, and training on how to throw weapons. It was also
necessary to discuss the health conditions, the prevailing diseases in that era, and how they were dealt
with and handled. However, despite the simple and mean possibilities in hand, during that era, the man of
Najd was able to treat and reduce such diseases aggravation, and was able to coexist with environmental
conditions in a way that served his orientation and aspirations towards development and advancement.
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