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The Problem of Classifying the 'Short Short Story’ under Specific Genre: The
Example of Saudi Literature

Dr. Nidal Mohammed Fathi Al Shamali
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, King Faisal University, Al Ahsaa

Abstract. This study aims at exploring a modernist short narrative prose which has recently imposed
itself on modern literary creativity. This form of literature has acquired variable names such as 'the short
short story', flash fiction, micro fiction, and postcard fiction. This has paved the way for more critical
studies concerned with its features, structure, and the reasons behind its emergence. Since Arabic
narrative is characterized by diversity and openness, narrative genres rebel to reform and restructure
themselves continuously. This study shall make use of modern Narratology which deals with the structure
and function of narrative forms, to evaluate 'the short short story' and identify its features that distinguish
it from other narrative forms such as the short story, flash prose, and prose poetry. The researcher seeks to
study the 'short short story' composed by creative Saudi writers in an attempt to catch up with literary
efforts concerned with short fiction and to highlight the role of Saudi Literature in advancing Arabic
literature.

Key words: Flash Story, Narratology, Saudi Story.
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